
2021  P LU M PJAC K  SY R A H ,  N A PA  VA L L E Y

V I N TAG E
In 2021, Napa Valley received only about one-third of our average rainfall, which 

showed in the vineyards. The vines were stressed, and yields were extremely low. 

While this isn’t good for business, it ’s great for wine quality. The grapes were small, 

and the flavors were highly concentrated, which allowed us to craft wines of great 

intensity and depth. And with the deft hands of our winemaking team, we were 

able to maintain focus, precision, elegance, and beauty in these wines.

V I N E YA R D
Our Syrah grapes are grown in Los Carneros, the southernmost AVA of Napa Valley, 

just north of the San Pablo Bay at the northern lobe of the San Francisco Bay. These 

vineyards offer dramatically cooler weather than the more northern regions of 

Napa Valley due to the cooling effect of the San Pablo Bay, making for exceptional 

growing conditions for varietals such as Syrah, Merlot, and Chardonnay. The fruit 

from the mountainous region of Atlas Peak is at higher elevations, which also has 

cooler daytime temperatures than much of the valley floor. This vineyard site is on 

a slope with very rocky and shallow soils, which adds stress to the vines and gives 

us a darker fruit profile, great concentration, and firm tannin.

F E R M E N TAT I O N  &  AG I N G
Of the Syrah grapes, 46% were destemmed and fermented in stainless steel tanks 

and 25% in concrete tanks. These grapes were cold soaked for 4 days, fermented at 

a maximum temperature of 92°F, then pressed off skins after 7 days. The remaining 

29% were whole-cluster fermented in open-top tanks and barrels, fermented at 

a maximum temperature of 87°F, then pressed off skins after 8 days. The wine 

was then transferred to French Oak Burgundy barrels and underwent malolactic 

fermentation. The wine was kept on heavy lees for several months and stirred once 

a month. The coopers used include Francois Freres, Meyrieux, and Sirugue—68% 

were new barrels. The wine aged in these barrels for 18 months before bottling.

I M P R E S S I O N S
The 2021 PlumpJack Syrah is not a shy wine. The nose boasts aromatics of 

raspberry, cherry, blueberry, boysenberry, and plum. Intermingling with the fruit 

are the classic cool-climate Syrah notes—white pepper, dried herb, and smoked 

meats. Layered within these flavors is a unique green peppercorn element, 

deriving from whole-cluster fermented Syrah. The palate is packed with similar 

flavors and delivers a silky texture with great weight and concentration, firm 

tannin, and an enduring finish. This wine is simply delicious.
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W I N E M A K E R  

Aaron Miller

AVA 

Napa Valley

VA R I E TA L S 

100% Syrah

A LC O H O L 

15.0%

AG I N G

18 months

P R O D U C T I O N 

1 ,014 cases


